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To the Honorable H.A.W.Skeen, Judge of the Circuit court for 
Lee County, Virginia: 

Humbly complaining, your orator, Jonn Seapolt, wouid respect— 
fuliy represent and show unto your honor, that on or about the.... 

Gr OF 24 ot.g SBZ in: Claiborn county, Tennesses, he was married, ac- 
cording to the laws of that state, to one Sarah Ayers; that he and 
his said wife-lived together,as man and wire,in seid Claiborn county, 
after their said marriage, and from the date thereof, for a period 

of about eight months, when they moved to this, (Lee county, Virgin- 
ia), where they located and permanently resided as man and wife, (your 
Orator taking care of and providing for her as best he could, and as 
his circumstances would permit, and as became a good, faithful and 
dutiful husband), upto the......day of......., 1901, when your orator, 
having become suspicious that his said wife was not trus, 

and virtuous, and having good reasons for his suspicions, 

and thereafter ceased to live with her; thet he last Lived and co- 
habited with her in Lee county, Virginia, in the year, 1901; thet he 
is now, and has been for a longer period of time than one year pre- 
ceeding the institution of this suit, in fact from the year 1883, 
domiciled in Lee county, Virginia; that his said wife has likewise 
been domiciied in Lee county, Virginia, for a period of more than 

a yeer preceeding the institution of this swit. 

“Your orator further represents that of the seid merriage between 
him and his seid wife one child wag born, a daughter, who is now grow 
and married off. 

Your. orator further represents that the seid Serah Sean0lt, since 
he left her cn the....day Of.......-,1901, and he bele@ves and charzes 
before that time, has been guilty of frequent acts of adul tery .with 
various licentious men; that he is unable to state the exact tines 
Or places Of any particular scts of adultery Om Her part, \iket. eto aire 
ferent times and places since ors orator. ceased to live with his 
Said wife, and he beleives at different times and places before that 
time, in Lee county, Virginia, in Tennessee, in Middlesboro, Ky., and 
at other places, she committed and was guilty of adultery with vari- 
ous persons. 

Your Orator further represents that he has not co-habited with 


the said Sarah Seabolt since he had Knowledge of her adultery, and 
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in fact, since he became convinced of her unfaithnfulness in the year 
1901; and that seid acts of adultery by her were not committed by the 
procurement or connivance of vour orator. 

The premises considered, the prayer or your orator is, that the 
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said Sarah Seaholt be made party defendant to this 2. ; -tiate ane be 
required to answer the sereral allegations of this Duele; DEt met ion 
Oath, as that is expressly weived: that upon a heering of this cause 
a decree be rendered granting your orator a div@rce a vincvlo mat- 


rimoni; and thet full and general relief be granted. And your orator 


Wiil aver prey &c. May subpoena issue fc. 
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varginia, Lee County, to-wit: 

T, A.B.Munsey, clerk of the Circuit court for $e county anda 
State aforesaid, do certify that John seabolt, piaintiff in the fore— 
g0ing bill of complaint, appeared before me in my office end made 
oath that the statements therein contained, in so far as made from 
his own Knowledge, are true. ana in so far as made on information 


derived from others, he belsives them to be true. 


Given under my hand as clerk. TVA, 
° eo @ Ve"F 2 ao @ 6 o+@e@ 0% © @ @ 
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‘Che Commonwealth of Virginia, 


To the Sheriff of the a id of Lee, Greeting: 


WH COMMAND YOU, That you summon. 


bili in chancery erchibited against AeA. 
PER 


A. be MUN SY , Clerk of our said. Court, 


er 19098 and in the 12. % & 





SUBPEONA 
IN CHANCERY. 
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TO: SE GIOU MMe fos Wiha! Sl Lan sve Oey nee 
IN CHANCERY. 


. Defendant. 


Thais cause came on this PELs, (2, oly Gist od? November, 
heard upon the pill of the blaintifr, process being duly executed 
upon the defendant in person, and the depositions or Witnesses, and 
sued by counsel. Upon Pe eee eT whereof, the court is of 
Opinion that the evidences shows the defendant to have heen Su 
POuitery. £$ ds therefore sdjudgzed, orsered and decreed that 


Of matrimony heretofore existing between the plaintiff. John 


and the defendant, Sarah Seabolt na > Same are herenv 


and annulled, and that the pleintifr be and is hereby Sranted a di- 
vorce a vinculo matrimonii: thet the pleintiff recover of thea dafen- 
Gant the cost of this suit; and that this Cause he stricken from the 
docket. 
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a OR btivéon the 


t 
_A. M, ana KM Gee p. M., of that day, proceed to tuke the depositions of 


; fecaoree. om others, which, when taken, 


behalf, in a certain suit nt en ‘oc MI ee, 


q 
pending in the_ : ee 4 Court, of Lee County, Virginia, wherein you are 


eae pa nett Orne ae entnnaun acces = vase ee dee reteed— us ycacnes. 
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a 
cide) ee bg a 5 rf s-r-2.......3 20d if, from any cause, the tuking of said depositions be nut com- 
menced on that day, or, if commenced, be not concluded on that day, the taking of the same will be adjourned and con- 


tinued from day to day, or from time to time, and from place to place. ur atthe same place, until the same shall be coms 


pleted. Respectfully yours, 











Notice to Take 


Depositions. 
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Seapolt) 
vs. ) Depositions. 
Seabolt ) 
he depositions of John Seabolit and others, taken before 
A.B.Munsey, a@ commissioner in chancery for the Circuit court of Lee 
county, Virginia, pursuant to the notice hereto affixed, at the iaw 
office of A».M.Goins, in the town of Jonesville, Va., on the 19th day 
or October, 1905, to be read as nh enneee ach behalf of John Seaboit, 
in a certain suit in chancery depending in the Circuit court ofr L 
county, Virginia, wherein the ssid John Seabolt is plaintiff and Sarah 
Seabolt is defendant. 
OCTORER icth, 1903. 
Present: A.M.Goins, Attorney for John Seabolt, Plaintiff. 
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witness of lawful age, offered on behalf or himself 
t duly sworn, deposes and says: 
is your age, residence, end occupation? 


A.l. I am 40 years old; live at Caylor, Lee county, Virginia; and 


am a farmer. 


Q.2. Are you the plaintiff in this suit, and at this time the lawful 


husband of Sareh Seabolt, the defendant in this suit? 

Ave. Tam, | 

Q.&. State your connection and relationship with the said Sareh; where 
and when you married; whether you had anv children; whether she wes 
faithful and true to you as a wife; how long you lived with her; what 
caused you to separate from her, end all about your connection with 
her? 

A. 3. She was and is my wife; we were married in Claiborn county, Tenn—a 
in the year about 1882, and lived in that state about eight months, 
when we moved to this county where we lived up to the time of our sep- 
aration, which wes about 18 months ago; we had one child, a daughter, 
who is now past 17 years of sege and is married off; the seid Sarah has 
not been faithful and trus to me as a wife; Laxxaxgendxiangxtine I lived 
with her sfter our marriage something over 19 veers, I stnsidered her 
faithful and true to ‘me dugiing ali these years upto a short time before 
I left her when I became thoroughly comvinced that she was not true 
to me as a wife, but was guilty of adulter with other men when I left 
her and have not since lived with her; I: left her because I was. thor. 


. ‘Gnas _. Peretti 
oughly eccnvinced that she was not true to me as a wife. 
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Q.4.¥ould you have still lived with her and provided for her and treat- 
ed her as a husband should treat a wife but for her misconduct with 


other men? 
Re rr J Would. 
Q.6. State whether you ever condoned her acts i lived and co-—habited 


with her since vour separation from her? 


A. 56. IT have not and I never aim to. 


0.6. State when you sevareted from the said wn; where vou lived at 


the time of separation; where ~ you and her botn continued to live 
up to and at the time of the institution of this suit? 

A.6. About 18 months ago an separated from her. We lived in Lee county, 
Virginia at the time of our separation, and we both continued to live 


and now live in Lee county, Virginia. 


And further this deponent saith hd 
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Jorn Susong, a witness of lawful age, introduced on behalf of the 
plaintiff’ ,being duly sworn deposes and says: 
Q.1. State yourage, residence and occupation. 

chal @a-6l-rhive at Caylor, Lee county, Virginia, and am a farmer. 
Q.-2. Have you eny acquaintance with Sarah Seabolt the defendant in this 
case; if so how long have you known her, 
during the time? 
Ks 2). Sa acquainter with her, and have Known her for the past ten 
years, and she has iived near Caylor during that tine. 

Please state if you ever saw any impropper conduct out of her 
during the time you have know her with any person Other than her 
husband, if so teli what it was, where and with whom? 

A.o. About six months ago I saw her riding behind one Barney Sumpter, 
and I think she had her arms around him. I asked them where they had 
been and I think they said to Middlesboro, Ky. 

Q-4. State, if you know, the general reputation of the said Sarah 
for chastity in the neighborhood in whieh she lives. 

A.4. It is the rumor cf the neighborhood that she has took up with 
and 1s now living with Barney Sumpter as man and . Wit e.. 


And further this deponent saith not. y 
Niqjaee Chane | | ave , fons 


MA MMO that. 
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Be 


B.-L.Lorton, a witness of lawful ase, introduced by the Plaintiff, be- 

ing. faret- dudy sworn, deposes and says: 

Ql. State your age, residence, and occupation. 

A.l. I am 42 years old; I live at Caylor, Va., and am a fariner. 

Qn. Have you any Hegiieia tenon with Sarah oeaboit the defendant in 

suit, end if so how long have you Know her, and where has she vr 

during the time? 

Q.2. I am dequainted with her; I have known her ebout 20 years, and 

she has during this time lived in this county near Cayior, Va. 

Q-3. Please state whether or not YOu ever saw any improper conduct out 

of her with any berson, if sco, state what it was and who it was with. 

A.S. I saw her riding behind one Barney Sumpter in this counsy about 

is months ago, she haa her right arm around nim under his arm . They 

were g0in west toward Middlesboro. At emother tine I saw Sumpter and 

her get off the train at Middlesboro, they went to the saloon and got 

some whiskey and went off together. I do not Know wher they went. I ie tm 
| Vhs 

have frequently seen sumpter and her together. a 

Q.4. State, if you know, fenerel reputation of the id Sarah for C+ Mnehege 

chastity in the neighborhood in whieh she lives. | pill 

A. 4. I know her reputation and it is bad. It is the general report 

in the neighborhood that her ana seid Sumpter are living together 

and are guilty of adultery. 

Q.5. State what you may know about the said John seabolt separating 

from the said Sarah, 

A. 6. I know that he lert her some 18 months ecO, and if he has ever 


lived with her since that time I have no Knowle@ge of it. 


And further this deponent saith not. »D. 
‘ Ed;. 


B.¢.Campbell, another witness of lawful age, introdugg@lby the plain- 
tiff, being first duly sworn, deposes and says: 
Q-1l. State your age residence, and occupation. 


A.1. I am 58, reside at Verdant, Lee county, Va., and am a farmer. ae 
3 U Aeris 


Q-<. Have you any acquaintance with Sarah Seabolt, the defendent in & 2 [0 
f 


this suit; if so how long have you known her, and where has she resi 
ded during the tine you have known her? 

A.2. I know the said sereh; I have know her about 20 years, and she 
has resided curing this time in this county. 


).3. Please state whether you Know of any acts or aduitervy on the 
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of the said Sarah since she married to the said John; if so, state 
WHENXARS where? 

A. 4. — do Know of acts of adulter on her part since she married to 
the said. John; it was in this county. 

Q.4. State,if you Know, the general reputation of the said Sarah for 
chastity in the neighborhocda in which she lives. 

A.4. I Know her general reputation in the neighborhood in which she 
lives. It is bac. It is the general report that her and Barney Sumpter 
ere living anc co-habiting together as man and wife. I have seen her 


riding behind him on a horse some twieé or three tines. 


And further this deponent saith 4) 
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state of Virginia, ey oige Lee, to-wit: 
Ir, A.B.Munsey, a comnissioner in chancey for the Gircuit court 


~~ 
for the county of Lee, do hereby certify that the foregoing 
ofy John Seabolt, John Susong, ae ulaconiteid and 3.C.Campbell were dilly 
taken under oath after notice, and subscribed before me, ans at the 
time and place above mentioned. 
Civen under my hand,this the i9th 
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commissioer in.Chaneery. 








Seoul west Virginian, 
Jonesvi.le, Va. Form 100. 
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and others, which, when taken, _ 


intended to be read as evidence in behalf, in a certain suit moe Bete = Te LG 


¢ 
pending in the bcrciu” | ~ 


a a oe Ce caer gee, =, and if, from aby cause, the taking of said depositions be not com- 


menced on that day, or, if commenced. be not concluded on thut day, the taking of the same will be ad journed and con- 
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tinued from day to day, or from time to time, and frum place to place. or atthe same place, until the same shall be com- 


pleted. Respectfully yours, 
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Everett Waddey Co., 


Stationers. and Printers, } Form N@. 204. 
Rich heats a Va. ’ 





Bhe CommonwealtPr of Vieginia, 


tio the Sheriff of the County of Lee, Greeting : 


WE COMMAND YOU THAT YOU SUMMON. Va Lo. iin saad Whip Lie Perey 
ay of pee ae Ly, ai ac i ie. t Sea. mies Tisai Mh 


OL (cane VAqVAL ATi Baan. joe hex eer a, AL’ Le NEA Sm 
to appear before, the—fordtoe of our Circuit Court of the County of Lee, aeathexcomrtelanse 


on the. cy rR day of (Oe ry as | GOR to testify and the truth to say 
in behalf of rier ol Plas EL , In.a certain matter of controversy in our said court 


before the said Judge depending and undetermined betwee 
| i spina Sao hact Plaintiff, and 
eee ame gv ge at Defendant . And this LA er, 2. 


shall in no. aS omit, under-the. penalty of 4100. And have then there this writ. — 
vie . B.. Munsey, Clerk of our said court, at the court-house the SgMe 9. of 
keh fy, | 3 19040 and in the 12 gh ear of the Commonwealth. 
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